
 

Preserving Bethel Open Space Since 1977

BETHEL LAND TRUST 
P.O. Box 332  
Bethel, Ct 06801 
203-512-5859 
 

 

Please consider becoming a member or making a contribution.
The Bethel Land Trust is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, and gifts are fully tax-deductible. 
For Gift Memberships, Tributes, Land and In-Kind donations, please visit our website; bethellandtrust.org

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________   State: ________________________________ Zip: __________

E-Mail:____________________________________________    Phone: _____________________________________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES ANNUAL BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

o Steward $1,000 - +

o Trailblazer $500 - 999

o Naturalist $100 - 499

o Family $ 50 - 99

o Individual $ 25

o Other (Please Specify) _________

100% of all donations go to support your local Land Trust and our efforts to maintain and protect the preserves.
Please make your check payable to: Bethel Land Trust

Mail this form and your contribution to: Bethel Land Trust, P.O. Box 332, Bethel, CT 06801
OR you may go to our website and donate through that portal: www.bethellandtrust.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

o Business Benefactor $1,000 – +

o Business Patron $500

o Business Supporter $200 

o Business Member $50

o Other (Please Specify) __________
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o Small business member  $50

o Small business supporter   $100

o Corporate member     $250

o Corporate supporter    $500

o Corporate sponsor    $1000

o Other (Please Specify)   ______ 
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Say hello to our friend, the Bee 

                                                                    

 

There are nearly 20,000 known species of bees, with about 4,000 species in North America.  Bees are found throughout the 
world except at the highest altitudes and in Polar Regions, in every habitat on the planet that contains insect-pollinated 
flowering plants. Of the 4,000 species of bees in North America, 40 of them are introduced species, such as the European 
honeybee.  

Some bees, such as the honey bee and bumble bee, live socially in colonies called hives. Other species, such as the 
carpenter bee, live a solitary life.  Bee colonies typically contain one queen bee, worker bees and drones. The worker bees 
and the queen bee are female, but only the queen bee can reproduce. All drones are male. Worker bees clean the hive, 
collect the pollen and nectar to feed the colony and take care of the offspring. The drones’ only job is to mate with the queen. 
The queen’s only job is to lay eggs. Most bee species nest in the ground, though a few species nest in wood, and they mass-
provision their young (a mass of pollen and nectar is formed inside a waterproof cell, an egg laid upon it, and the cell sealed 
off, so the larva is given all of its food at one time), as opposed to "progressive provisioning", where a larva is fed repeatedly 
as it grows, as in honey bees. 

Bees are the workhorses of the insect world. By transferring pollen from one plant to another, they ensure the next 
generation of the fruits, nuts, vegetables, and wildflowers we so enjoy. Most bees have specialized branched or feathery 
body hairs that help in the collection of pollen. It is the female bees that have the defensive sting. Some bees produce honey 
from flower nectar. Honey bees hoard large quantities of honey -- a characteristic that is exploited by beekeepers, who 
harvest the honey for human consumption.  

The honey bee population is on the decline. In recent years, honeybee numbers across the continent have plummeted by as 
much as 70 percent, and the biologists are still scratching their heads as to why and what to do about the problem they have 
termed “colony collapse disorder (CCD)”. Many believe that our increasing use of pesticides and herbicides, which 
honeybees ingest during their daily pollination rounds, are largely the blame. Others blame the destructive mite, viruses and 
fungi that may be a result of global warming. Others are looking at genetically modified crops which may generate pollen with 
compromised nutritional value. Bee populations may also be vulnerable to other factors, such as increased atmospheric 
electromagnetic radiation as a result of increased wireless communication towers which may interfere with the bees’ ability to 
navigate. Throw in urbanization and the lack of flowering plants; our friend the bee needs our help. 

                                                                                                               

The Land Steward 
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From the President

A very heartfelt thank you to all of our contributors for
your generous donations. Some of you have been donating 
to the Land Trust for years and it is much appreciated.
I must also recognize our dedicated board members and
volunteers. They give their time and money often without 
the thanks that they deserve. We all share the desire to 
protect and preserve the open spaces that we are blessed
to have in Bethel. 

The funds that we receive allow us to purchase tools, 
maintain trails, remove dead trees, repair vandalized signs 
and defend the properties that we protect.  Unfortunately 
not all of our neighbors respect the properties that they 
border. Our properties are for the enrichment and enjoy-
ment of the Bethel residents. Those preserves are for their 
benefit.

We have made additional improvements to the Wolfpit 
Preserve this summer. That 92 acre parcel has many 
walking trails, nature signs and trail markers. The kiosk, 
that was built last year, has a map showing the trails. 
The recent work effort included removing several dead 
trees and significantly expanding the parking area. We 
are very proud of the preserve and hope that many of 
you are able to visit it and enjoy all of our efforts.

Thank you again for your support and enjoy the holidays.

Frank

From Don Warfield

This is my last Land Steward Newsletter.  I hope this
one will encourage you to visit the Franc Preserve.

Each previous newsletter contained at least one educational 
article that is relevant to our mission of land conservation 
and its effect on Bethel’s ecology.  Past newsletters covered 
such topics as Watershed Conservation, Forest, Conserva-
tion - Wetlands, Nature Deficit Disorder, Bird Migration, 
Bees, Tick-borne Diseases, etc. while also discussing 
various activities such as the installation of our Nature 
Interpretive Signs, Wolfpit Kiosk, work projects, etc.

I hope you enjoyed reading them.
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Bridge Building trail Mowed installing Post for Bluebird House

3

2019-2020

Adam Geriak leads a weekly 9:30 am Sunday walk with “Friends of Franc Preserve”.  The hike is open to all.


