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Wolfpit and Janet P. Miller Preserves 

An update on the Wolfpit – Miller Wildlife Sanctuary

The Wolfpit and Janet P. Miller Preserves constitute a 90-acre wildlife sanctuary owned and maintained by the Bethel Land 
Trust. You will discover several miles of marked trails over a varied topography, a defunct feldspar mine, a peaceful brook 
with several small babbling waterfalls, a diverse ecosystem of wetlands, hardwood and evergreen forests, ubiquitous 
stonewalls and a beaver crafted pond. During this Spring and Summer:

 The trail system has been increased with the addition of the Janet P. Miller Trail. All trails have been cleared and 
marked.  Numbered trail intersection posts have been installed to help hikers locate where they are while using a 
newly developed trail brochure. 

 A bog walk, constructed by Tom Dolman (Boy Scout Eagle Project), has been installed on the Orange Trail.
 Five additional nature interpretive signs have been installed to enhance your educational experience.
 A kiosk, constructed by Josh Adams and Chris Morton, has been installed. The kiosk contains a trail map and a 

description of both Preserves.  Trail map brochures are available on-site and are posted on our website. 

In 2015, we had a forest bird habitat assessment, conducted by an Audubon biologist, a CT licensed forester and 
technicians from the Connecticut Agricultural Experimentation Station. The assessment, which can be viewed on our 
website, was conducted in order to:                   

 Determine which birds are currently utilizing the habitats in the sanctuary

 Describe and assess current forest bird habitat conditions in the sanctuary

 Make recommendations for protecting and for improving the habitats for the birds.

Continued on Page 4

 

 

   

 

 

  

    

 

Say hello to our friend, the Bee 

                                                                    

 

There are nearly 20,000 known species of bees, with about 4,000 species in North America.  Bees are found throughout the 
world except at the highest altitudes and in Polar Regions, in every habitat on the planet that contains insect-pollinated 
flowering plants. Of the 4,000 species of bees in North America, 40 of them are introduced species, such as the European 
honeybee.  

Some bees, such as the honey bee and bumble bee, live socially in colonies called hives. Other species, such as the 
carpenter bee, live a solitary life.  Bee colonies typically contain one queen bee, worker bees and drones. The worker bees 
and the queen bee are female, but only the queen bee can reproduce. All drones are male. Worker bees clean the hive, 
collect the pollen and nectar to feed the colony and take care of the offspring. The drones’ only job is to mate with the queen. 
The queen’s only job is to lay eggs. Most bee species nest in the ground, though a few species nest in wood, and they mass-
provision their young (a mass of pollen and nectar is formed inside a waterproof cell, an egg laid upon it, and the cell sealed 
off, so the larva is given all of its food at one time), as opposed to "progressive provisioning", where a larva is fed repeatedly 
as it grows, as in honey bees. 

Bees are the workhorses of the insect world. By transferring pollen from one plant to another, they ensure the next 
generation of the fruits, nuts, vegetables, and wildflowers we so enjoy. Most bees have specialized branched or feathery 
body hairs that help in the collection of pollen. It is the female bees that have the defensive sting. Some bees produce honey 
from flower nectar. Honey bees hoard large quantities of honey -- a characteristic that is exploited by beekeepers, who 
harvest the honey for human consumption.  

The honey bee population is on the decline. In recent years, honeybee numbers across the continent have plummeted by as 
much as 70 percent, and the biologists are still scratching their heads as to why and what to do about the problem they have 
termed “colony collapse disorder (CCD)”. Many believe that our increasing use of pesticides and herbicides, which 
honeybees ingest during their daily pollination rounds, are largely the blame. Others blame the destructive mite, viruses and 
fungi that may be a result of global warming. Others are looking at genetically modified crops which may generate pollen with 
compromised nutritional value. Bee populations may also be vulnerable to other factors, such as increased atmospheric 
electromagnetic radiation as a result of increased wireless communication towers which may interfere with the bees’ ability to 
navigate. Throw in urbanization and the lack of flowering plants; our friend the bee needs our help. 
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Dear Friends 

This will be my last Newsletter. I hope the newsletters have been both 
informative and educational as to the need for land conservation.  

For forty years, a broad coalition of individuals, families, and businesses 
have not only generously donated many important landscapes which 
make Bethel so attractive to people and wildlife, but also the funds and 
equipment that it takes to develop trails, bridges and other improvements 
that will let generations enjoy our Preserves. By definition, land 
conservation has no end date, so we will plan to care for our preserves 
well beyond our lifetimes. 

Currently, the Land Trust is in negotiation for three parcels of land 
totaling 45-acres. Given that we are a small Land Trust as compared to 
our neighbors, we continue to have remarkable success in our mission of 
land conservation. 

The Land Trust is run by a group of diverse, accomplished, talented 
individuals who share a passion not only for our mission but for our town 
as well. While still a lean and nimble team, the Board has proven it can 
handle every opportunity and challenge with skill and care.  

Over the past few years, the Board has attracted some younger 
Directors, with families, which bodes well for the sustainability of the 
Land Trust.  

On the horizon, the Land Trust will be launching an outdoor learning 
initiative and will be working with our Town leaders in exploring the 
possibility of establishing a Conservation Commission, with the Land 
Trust taking a leading role. 

I have been delighted to have been at the helm of the Bethel Land Trust 
and thrilled to have been making a difference “in perpetuity,” but now it is 
time to say goodbye, goodbye to all past and current Board members, 
past and current volunteers and business donors, each unselfish with 
their time in order to keep Bethel the wonderful community that it is. 

Soon, we will be hearing and seeing Canada geese flying overhead as a 
marker of Autumn. As we dine on autumn’s bounty of cider, donuts and 
apples pies, burn those calories with a friend or family hike in our Wolfpit-
Janet P. Miller wildlife sanctuary or view migratory waterfowl at Mike’s 
Pond rest stop or stroll along the Enchanted Trail Boardwalk.  Escape the 
noise of urban living and enjoy a personal connection with nature. A 
connection with nature is critical to our health, social well-being and 
creativity.  

These wildlife sanctuaries are our efforts to enable families and 
individuals to get outside and connect with nature. 

Best regards, 

 

Don Warfield 

 

 

 

 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Officers 
 

    PRESIDENT Frank Borysiewicz 
    VICE PRESIDENT Don Warfield 
    TREASURER John O’Neill 
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BLT Mission 
 
The mission of the BLT is to protect the natural 
diversity and beauty of Bethel by acquiring, 
managing and preserving in perpetuity 
environmentally sensitive land and to foster 
appreciation for and understanding of the 
environment.  
 
The Land Steward is published by the land 
trust for its members, supporters and 
collaborating supporters.  
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   Why Do Autumn Leaves Change Their Color?

The Splendor of Autumn - Some consider it to be the most incredible time of the year. Gorgeous colors, the mixture of 
reds, purples, orange and yellow leaves vibrantly signal the end of summer as the trees put themselves to bed for the long 
sleep of winter. New England floods with thousands upon thousands of annual visitors all hoping to achieve a breath taking 
view of the beautiful renaissance of nature.

During the spring and summer, leaves serve as factories where most of the foods necessary for deciduous tree's 
and shrub’s growth are manufactured. This food-making process takes place in the leaf in numerous cells 
containing chlorophyll, which gives the leaf its green (pigment) color. Chlorophyll absorbs from sunlight the 
energy that is used in transforming carbon dioxide and water to carbohydrates, such as sugars and starch.

In late summer, as daylight hours shorten and temperatures cool, the veins that carry fluids into and out of the leaf are 
gradually closed off as a layer of special cells forms at the base of each leaf. As this layer develops, water and mineral 
intake into the leaf is reduced, slowly at first, and then more rapidly. During this time, the chlorophyll pigment begins to 
decrease eventually giving way to other color pigments such as yellows and and oranges. The reds, purples and browns 
come from anythocyanins, a pigment that is formed when the sugars in the leaves breakdown in bright autumn sunlight.  

How does weather affect autumn color?

The amount and brilliance of the colors that develop in any particular autumn season are related to weather conditions that 
occur before and during the time the chlorophyll in the leaves is dwindling. Temperature and moisture are the main 
influences.

A succession of warm, sunny days and cool, crisp but not freezing nights seems to bring about the most spectacular color 
displays. 

The amount of moisture in the soil also affects autumn colors. Like the weather, soil moisture varies greatly from year to 
year. The countless combinations of these two highly variable factors assure that no two autumns can be exactly alike. A 
late spring, or a severe summer drought, can delay the onset of fall color by a few weeks. A warm period during fall will 
also lower the intensity of autumn colors. A warm wet spring, favorable summer weather, and warm sunny fall days with 
cool nights should produce the most brilliant autumn colors.

What happens to all those fallen leaves?

Needles and leaves that fall are not wasted. They decompose and restock the soil with nutrients and make up part of the 
spongy humus layer of the forest floor that absorbs and holds rainfall. Fallen leaves also become food for numerous soil 
organisms vital to the forest ecosystem.

It is quite easy to see the benefit to the tree of its annual leaf fall, but the advantage to the entire forest is more subtle. It 
could well be that the forest could no more survive without its annual replenishment from leaves than the individual tree 
could survive without shedding these leaves. The many beautiful interrelationships in the forest community leave us with 
myriad fascinating puzzles still to solve.
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noise of urban living and enjoy a personal connection with nature. A 
connection with nature is critical to our health, social well-being and 
creativity.  

These wildlife sanctuaries are our efforts to enable families and 
individuals to get outside and connect with nature. 

Best regards, 

 

Don Warfield 
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40 Years Anniversary 

Thanks to all Board members past and present 

 

 Kim Adams  Josh Adams   Eric Anderson  Frank Borysiewicz Judi Borysiewicz  Deborah Case   

  Joyce Dixon    Sherry Rachel Duvall   John Falasco    Bobbi Falasco    Ken Frey    

 Ralph Friedman  Don Grasso Ellen Hines    Clay Hines     

  Barbara Howard Francis Infurchai          Peter Johnson  

  Libby Kellog      Mary Ann Kulla  

 Dave Learner    Debbie Light  Kristina Maddock   Maureen Major   

 JIngrid McCaualey     Jackie McKensie    John Miller        Chris Morton      Vincent Nero    Eric Niger 

 John O’Neill   Francis O’Neill     Ron Pure      Jim Roberts    Laueren Schnerve      Ann Schleisman    

Jack Stephenson    Peter Schwartz    Kevin Thompson    Lou Valenti    Rolf Vigmostad   

 Don Wakeling    Brian Walters   Roberta Warfield     Donald Warfield   Peter Wise    

 Elizabeth White   Thomas WolfDiane Worden      Paul Young 

Continued from page 1

The sanctuary is one of the of the largest contiguous 
areas of forest within Bethel, a relatively large “green” 
space relative to Bethel’s high density residential 
neighborhoods, which helps it act as a magnet for wildlife
-- particularly birds which can see it from the air. 

Overall, the sanctuary provides a variety of habitats for 
birds. The mixture of upland hardwood dominated forest, 
Wolf Pit Brook, forested wetlands, and a relatively open 
wetland all provide important potential food and nesting 
resources for many species. 

Invasive plants are a major issue in the sanctuary and will 
be addressed in a phased approach. Because invasives 
can provide a habitat that is beneficial to some nesting 
and migrant birds, some areas will be allowed to grow 
back up before all areas are cleared.

The Boy Scout Troop and volunteers have already 
started to remove an invasive, the winged euonymus,
which will enable more sunlight to reach the forest floor 
and allow native plant species to grow.

Continued from page 3 - Leaves

Can you tell a tree from its colors?

In addition to leaf shape, you can use fall leaf 
color to help identify different trees species. Look 
for theses leaf colors on the trees when walking 
in your neighborhood or walking in our Wolfpit 
Preserve or our local parks:

Oaks: Red, brown or russet

Hickories: golden bronze

Dogwood: purple-red

Birch: bright yellow

Poplar: golden yellow

Maple trees show a range of colors

 Sugar Maple: yellow to orange to -red
 Red Maple: bright scarlet

Sassafras: deep orange, scarlet, purple, yellow
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   Why Do Autumn Leaves Change Their Color?

The Splendor of Autumn - Some consider it to be the most incredible time of the year. Gorgeous colors, the mixture of 
reds, purples, orange and yellow leaves vibrantly signal the end of summer as the trees put themselves to bed for the long 
sleep of winter. New England floods with thousands upon thousands of annual visitors all hoping to achieve a breath taking 
view of the beautiful renaissance of nature.

During the spring and summer, leaves serve as factories where most of the foods necessary for deciduous tree's 
and shrub’s growth are manufactured. This food-making process takes place in the leaf in numerous cells 
containing chlorophyll, which gives the leaf its green (pigment) color. Chlorophyll absorbs from sunlight the 
energy that is used in transforming carbon dioxide and water to carbohydrates, such as sugars and starch.

In late summer, as daylight hours shorten and temperatures cool, the veins that carry fluids into and out of the leaf are 
gradually closed off as a layer of special cells forms at the base of each leaf. As this layer develops, water and mineral 
intake into the leaf is reduced, slowly at first, and then more rapidly. During this time, the chlorophyll pigment begins to 
decrease eventually giving way to other color pigments such as yellows and and oranges. The reds, purples and browns 
come from anythocyanins, a pigment that is formed when the sugars in the leaves breakdown in bright autumn sunlight.  

How does weather affect autumn color?

The amount and brilliance of the colors that develop in any particular autumn season are related to weather conditions that 
occur before and during the time the chlorophyll in the leaves is dwindling. Temperature and moisture are the main 
influences.

A succession of warm, sunny days and cool, crisp but not freezing nights seems to bring about the most spectacular color 
displays. 

The amount of moisture in the soil also affects autumn colors. Like the weather, soil moisture varies greatly from year to 
year. The countless combinations of these two highly variable factors assure that no two autumns can be exactly alike. A 
late spring, or a severe summer drought, can delay the onset of fall color by a few weeks. A warm period during fall will 
also lower the intensity of autumn colors. A warm wet spring, favorable summer weather, and warm sunny fall days with 
cool nights should produce the most brilliant autumn colors.

What happens to all those fallen leaves?

Needles and leaves that fall are not wasted. They decompose and restock the soil with nutrients and make up part of the 
spongy humus layer of the forest floor that absorbs and holds rainfall. Fallen leaves also become food for numerous soil 
organisms vital to the forest ecosystem.

It is quite easy to see the benefit to the tree of its annual leaf fall, but the advantage to the entire forest is more subtle. It 
could well be that the forest could no more survive without its annual replenishment from leaves than the individual tree 
could survive without shedding these leaves. The many beautiful interrelationships in the forest community leave us with 
myriad fascinating puzzles still to solve.

                                      

Continued on page 4
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Volunteers

Volunteers are the heart of the Bethel Land Trust, playing a critical role helping us achieve our mission of land 
conservation. We rely on the support of volunteers to assist in a variety of ways, such as stewardship work parties, trail 
building and maintenance, etc. Every minute is appreciated and every second of your work has an impact.  Give it a 
try! Please contact the Bethel Land Trust at bethellandtrust.org.

“No Act of Kindness, 

No matter How Small, 

Is ever wasted” 

-Aesop- 
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Preserving Bethel Open Space Since 1977

BETHEL LAND TRUST 
P.O. Box 332  
Bethel, Ct 06801 
203-512-5859 
 

 

Please consider becoming a member or making a contribution.
The Bethel Land Trust is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit organization, and gifts are fully tax-deductible. 
For Gift Memberships, Tributes, Land and In-Kind donations, please visit our website; bethellandtrust.org

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Street: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Town: _____________________________________   State: ________________________________ Zip: __________

E-Mail:____________________________________________    Phone: _____________________________________

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES ANNUAL BUSINESS MEMBERSHIP

o Steward $1,000 - +

o Trailblazer $500 - 999

o Naturalist $100 - 499

o Family $ 50 - 99

o Individual $ 25

o Other (Please Specify) _________

100% of all donations go to support your local Land Trust and our efforts to maintain and protect the preserves.
Please make your check payable to: Bethel Land Trust

Mail this form and your contribution to: Bethel Land Trust, P.O. Box 332, Bethel, CT 06801
OR you may go to our website and donate through that portal: www.bethellandtrust.org

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

o Business Benefactor $1,000 – +

o Business Patron $500

o Business Supporter $200 

o Business Member $50

o Other (Please Specify) __________
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